12/7/73 

Dear Bob, 

Thanks for your letter of the 30th, which came yesterday, 

X was glad to have a chance to talk to you and Andy. I would have i-iw> to have 
talked more aid Bud's party, but I felt the interests of both of you might be better 
served to introduce you to a good, non=political reporter on a paper where I felt 
neither of you were known personally, 

I have not yet gotten your 118 back. It is being copied and you are getting a free 
service, a± libel rejuiing. The young lawyer who i3 going to give it this reading is with 
a major firm and although he is young, he does this for major publishers. So, in addition, 
he will have an opinion as to whether or not any of those whose MSs he reads migh t be 
interested. He will also make a copy for Jim, the other young lawyer to whom I intro- 
duced you and Andy. Jim has done much work with Bud. The fact is that between us, Jim 
and I have done virtually all the work for Ray. Jim and I will then read it separately 
Because neither im nor I have any income from this mx work and do have expenses and 
because wheat the machine at his office is free this other lawyer can use it, there will 
be a little delay in our getting the copies as there will be in his reading because he 
will have to do that on his own time. It is not pleasant being so broke I have to measure 
pennies, as in xeroxing, hut it is a way to which I have adjusted. However, Jim and I will 
both read it as soon as we can. To now we have beither of us had the time anyway because 
we are jointly engaged in an extra project and we were too busy before. Jim is a night 
person. He may work until 5 a.m. and he's up by 10-10:30. I rarely sleep after 5 and I 
usually go to bed about 11-11:30. We do work these kinds of days. 

I do not know what experiences you have had with the commercial publishers, but I 
had one with Oswald in Hew Orleans that impelled me to want your work to be read not 
as gueh for real libel as for what might be used as the basis of a spurious suit and as 
a copout after favorable reading. The filing of a spurious suit can cost thousands! to the 
publisher and the fear of it can kill a deal. 

Jfy connections with publishers are not good, partly because they do not llk-e the work 
I do and partly because they do not like my inventing of the underground hook and making a 
success of it. I think your greatest need is of an agent. I don't know if Andy has one or 
acts as his own. However, I do have a few friends in publishing and after I can read the 
MS if it seems like one for which their houses could go I'll get in touch with them. 

Until I read it I know only what I recall of what you told me a while back by phone. 
In the past several years my chief interests in CIA and related spookeries has been their 
improper domestic activities. If you do not go into this and have any good sources, l'd 
like to know for the future. I have received some of their attentions. 

Thanks for the ax. I lock forward to being able to swing it. I'll reserve it for 
cutting the trees up because 1 can't afford a small chain saw and because 1 won't want to 
ruin it on stones. The trees I'm taking down, except where they are too large for it, I 
take out below the surface of the earth. They are mostly trash trees that grew wild after 
half of this place was first cleared. The other half is wild and I want it that way except 

as good management dictates. This way I can mow over where the trees were. % good tools, 

from when X was farming, were all stolen. The one ax notx stolen has really had it but 
I can and do still use if for this rough work. You'd die laughing to see me as a woodsman, 

working this close to the earth and with a bad back. I chop and saw most often on my 

knees! And I really do use a machete and two pruning saws, the larger one 15". Ann a cheap 
box-scout hatchet can can't be a foot long. But then get me into small places. I hope Andy 
was serious about sending me one of his extra machetes, with a scabbard, because I have no 
brush fire3 at all. Instead I trim the brush out and pile the smallest so the hh±hx 




aniioala can make hones Ini the piles until they return to nature. We also feed them, so 
reproduce hare and be hunted elsewhere/ A good machete speeds up the lopping 
andpiling and when I have no tractor and pack everything, the scabbard increases my 
Carrying capacity. J 

At 60 I can't pack what I used to, but I still carry all the woddto the- house, and 
from any direction xp is uphill. However, slow as it is, it is also good for me and my 
regret is that I can t 3pend as much time outside as I'd like to. 

* d °V toOW At 3114 1 doa « t member if I raised it with you. I did 

wfr l lad 3aalG wrote a nasty book about E. Howard Hunt, A was supposed to 

have been out last month. He made revisions after Hunt testified before the Ervin 
committee and it is now due next month. I presume review copies are out. (Viking if you 
want to try to get a review copy.) 1 am interested in both, Saule because I he 

is^an agency man. Andy said only that he'd heard the Hew York Times let Saule go over a 
Watergate story he filed from Miami. We- didn't have a chance to go into it more. If you 
have any dependable sources from whoa you eaS get more on this, without disclosing ay 
suspicions, I'd appreciate it. My interest in Hunt is not because he was a sppok but because 
of things that crossed the line, things he should not have done. And I think that when - 

3t “2 od ^ ^ dt was *** of a campai^i to destroy Aunt emotionally, with either v 
official adg or seni-official sponsorship and help, 

3 ?he book is titled The Compulsive Spy. 

, I'll be in touch after I get the MS back and if my friend spots any legal troubles - 
I am not suggesting they exist - I'll let you know. 



Sincerely, 




